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- The McAllen Economic Index improved slightly in July rising to 185.8 for the month up from 185.5 in June,
but down 1.0% from the July 2016 MEI of 187.7.  The modest July increase comes on the strength of the housing
market and employment growth, even as the spending indicators continue to decline along with total
construction and bridge crossings.
- Current employment estimates suggest strong job growth in the McAllen metro area and in fact the 3.0%
year-over-year rate of growth in July is the highest since March 2015.  The unemployment rate remains lower
compared to its year-ago level as well at 5.2% in July down from 6.0% in July 2016.
- General spending continues to trend downward, however; the July year-over-year decline was slight, but it
marks the 12th straight month in which inflation-adjusted taxable spending has been down compared to the
prior year.  And for the year-to-date through July general real spending is off by about 4.7% compared to the
first seven months of a year ago.
- Auto sales activity was down again in July as well with inflation-adjusted spending on new and used motor
vehicles posting a 7.6% year-over-year decline; thus far in 2017 real auto spending is down by over 6%
compared to the January-July 2016 total.
- The housing indicators fared much better, however, with improvements in both new housing construction and
existing home sales.  The number of new single-family residence permits logged a 26% increase compared to
July of a year ago; however, the July 2016 total was down by 24% compared to July of the prior year.
- The residential real estate market continues to put up some stout numbers with the number of existing homes
sold up by double-digit percentage points for the third straight month at 14% improved over the July 2016 sales
total.  Through the month of July the number of closed sales is up by 15% compared to the first seven months of
last year.  The average price of those sales is sharply higher in July, posting a 12% year-over-year increase for the
month, and a 9.4% increase for the year-to-date.
- Construction activity continues to post deep declines compared to the huge totals from 2016; the July monthly
total real building permit valuation was down by about 12% compared to July of a year ago, and the total
through the first seven months of the year is now off by close to 30%.  Again, though, the 2016 construction
numbers were at near-record levels and the total through July 2016 was more than double the total from the
previous year.
- Even though the McAllen Economic Index improved slightly in July, the various local economic indicators
continue to offer mixed results with lower spending and improving rates of employment growth -- and these two
mainstay indicators of the general health of the metro area economy do not typically move in opposite
directions for long periods of time.  Either general spending may improve, or rates of employment growth may
begin to slow (or current estimates may be revised downward at some future point).

* With the exception of the average monthly home sale price, all economic indicators expressed in dollar form above are adjusted for in�ation by 
restating prior periods in current dollars


