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The McAllen Economic Index dipped again in August to 166.7, down from 168.0 in July, and down 9.2% from the August 2008 MEI of 183.6. The
McAllen area economy continues its general pattern of decline that began in early 2008 -- the index peaked in January 2008 at 188.0, and has declined
for 18 of the 19 months since then.

The consumer spending sector continues to suffer, with inflation-adjusted spending per sales tax receipts (to McAllen, Edinburg, Mission and Pharr)
down nearly 9% in August compared to August of last year, and down some 7.7% for the year-to-date.

The employment situation remains a bit baffling thus far in 2009, with the unemployment rate significantly higher, most sectors of the local economy in
decline, but still slightly positive employment estimates compared to last year.  2009 employment data is subject to revision early next year, and the
current slight gains may not survive that process.

The housing construction sector actually posted a year-over-year increase in August; however, not much can be made of that because the August 2008
total number of new single-family residence permits actually dipped below 100, and was over 60% lower compared to the prior year.
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In January 2004 the Texas 
Comptroller's Office began 
tracking "Manifiestos" -- requests 
for sales tax  refunds on items 
purchased by Mexican citizens or 
for export into Mexico.  

August 2009

YTD 2009

Export Sales
per Manifiestos
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Most sectors of the local economy continue in negative territory compared to year-ago numbers as the area remains firmly entrenched in a significant
economic contraction, again the first such contraction of any magnitude in the history of the McAllen Economic Index analysis.

Inflation-adjusted spending on new and used automobiles declined by about 16% in August, an improvement over the average 30% decline in 2009 up
to that point, a likely result of the "cash for clunkers" program which may have provided some temporary benefit to dealers in the metro area.

Airline passenger boardings were slightly higher in August, but hotel-motel tax receipts remain sharply lower; the border indicators are negative as well,
with Hidalgo bridge crossings down over 8% and the exchange rate increasingly unfavorable to increased activity in McAllen.


