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The McAllen Economic Index posted a month-to-month increase in June for the first time in 17 months (the index peaked in January 2008 and has 
declined each month since then), increasing from 168.5 in May to 168.8 in June.  The June index is down by 8.7% compared to June of a year ago, but 
that margin of year-over-year decline also narrowed in June after peaking at 9.1% in April and May.

It is too early to tell whether the index increase from May to June marks the beginning of economic recovery in the McAllen metro area, but clearly it is 
an encouraging sign, and a "turning point" for the better in the index will obviously be the first step in that recovery whenever it occurs, and this may 
well be that turning point.

Most metro economic indicators remain down compared to year-ago levels, and during recovery will begin to improve slowly before ultimately 
returning to pre-downturn levels and beyond, particularly in the consumer and employment sectors.

Inflation-adjusted retail activity was down by over 7% in the 2nd quarter '09 compared to the same period of a year ago, and was down by 6.9% 
January-June compared to the first six months of 2008.

Auto sales continue to take a beating, with inflation-adjusted spending on new and used automobiles down some 38.5% in the 2nd quarter 
(year-over-year), and down over 32% for the year-to-date.

The travel/tourism indicators remain negative as well, but appear to be headed for better numbers in the coming months.  Hotel motel taxes were down 
over 8% for the quarter, and over 12% for the YTD; airport passenger boardings (enplanements) were down only 2.3% for the quarter, but remain 12% 
down for the year.  Monthly enplanements in June were higher than the year-ago number for the first time in 2009.

Building permit totals were higher in the 2nd quarter thanks to a strong showing in June, though the year-to-date through June total is the lowest for the 
first six months of the year since 2000.

The number of new home permits issued in the 2nd quarter was the lowest 2nd quarter total over the entire history of the index analysis, but appears to 
be stabilizing, albeit at very low levels compared to most of the index history.  Home sales numbers remain weaker, but prices continue to hold steady.

McAllen is one of the few Texas metro areas to have remained in positive territory in terms of year-over-year job growth (though clearly those rates of 
growth have narrowed over the course of the downturn).  However, the unemployment rate has risen dramatically and continues to increase.
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In January 2004 the Texas 
Comptroller's Office began 
tracking "Manifiestos" -- requests 
for sales tax  refunds on items 
purchased by Mexican citizens or 
for export into Mexico.  

August 2011
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